
Helpful Hints for Faculty 
 

Approximately ten percent of people in Canada have hearing loss to some degree. Please keep in mind 
the following suggestions. They are helpful to many students, and will also ensure that I get as much 
information as possible during my classes. 

 
1. Teach from the front of the classroom as much as possible. I lose most of what you are 

saying when you walk up and down class aisles, or teach from the back of the room. 
 

2. Keep your face visible to me, as I rely on facial expression and lip reading as well as voice, 
to understand what you are saying. When writing on a board, turn to face the class when 
you are speaking. 

 
3. When a student answers a question or discusses issues in class, please summarize this 

information orally for the entire class to hear. 
 

4. Repeat questions that are asked by other students. 
 

5. Speak clearly and consistently. Try to moderate your pace if you speak very quickly. 
 

6. Blackboard is a wonderful tool for students with hearing loss. Please post as much 
information on Blackboard before the day of your class, so that I can prepare ahead of time 
and anticipate what is being covered. 

 
7. Re-phrase a word or sentence if not understood the first time, rather than repeating the 

word. 
 

8. In a small group setting or seminar, chairs can be arranged in a circle so everyone may be 
seen. 

 
9. Use lots of visuals with your lecture. Choose film and video which is close-captioned 

whenever available. If not available, let me borrow the video or discuss the material with 
me outside of class. 

 
10. Always provide in writing, such vital information as the due date for an assignment or any 

change in class schedule. 
 

Please discuss with me any questions or concerns that you may 
have. I look forward to participating fully in your class. 
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